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US-JAPAN SUMMIT 

Nakasone ' s Goal s : Press reports in the days leading up to 
the 2 January summit suggested Prime Minister Nakasone had much 
to gain from the meeting, and subsequent commentary indicates he 
accomplished what he set out to do: 


-- Further cultivate his friendship with the President. 

-- Reconfirm strong bilateral ties. 

-- Keep his visibility and popularity high. With businesses 
shut down for the New Year's holiday, the Japanese people 
were home to watch the extensive television coverage of 
the Prime Minister's meeting ‘vith the President. 

-- Personally sound out the United States on policy toward 
the Soviet Union. According to Japanese political 
observers, Nakasone still hopes to achieve a diplomatic 
breakthrough with the Soviets before his term is over but 
wants to keep in step with Washington. I I 
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Japan Branch, 


This memorandum was prepared by, 

Northeast Asia Division, Office'of East Asian Analysis^ 
Information available as of 13 January was used in its 
preparation. Comments and queries are welcome and may be 

directed to the Chief, Japan Branch, Northeast Asia Division 
OEA, ' ' 
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f Mmestic reaction: Some commentators questioned the need 
for the Prime Minister to make what they referred J^as a 
pilgrimage" to the United States, but major newsoaoe? 

9ej = jo" jSj ^ 

the papers have not dw elt on r, r i t i r i g m p f ^^e United st;»toc ac 
much as in the past, i united States as 


nf leftists have attacked Nakasone's " under sta nd i nq" 

of the SDI issue, but the Asahi --which rarely comes out in 
support of the Prime Mi ni ster--has suqqested that in fart it 
President Reagan’s position on SDI that broogh? jhj Sojutj t^' 

jnfi PPP^t flso praises the President for 

quelling anti -Japanese sentiment, and all editorials haup nnint^a 
out the benefit of the close "Ron-Yasu" tie^. ' .Pointed 


The media warn, however, that the bilateral relationshio 

challenges and repeatedly emphasize the need to 
open the Japanese market. Most of the commenfariercloL bv 

share with the Prime Minister the "heavy 
burden of keeping the promises made to the President. ' ^ 


fulfi -n - !Ir;h^L '"®P°"ts suggest a mixed outlook for 

fulfilling those promises. Without exception, the media oredirf 

prospects for formulating concrete measures to ease friction in 
the medical equipment, pharmaceutical, and forest products 


On the other hand, the press reports the special Cabinpt 

e?ect“nicrand"tele^^®'’"^- Problems will place priority on 

electronics and telecommunications and by March hooes to romp'^nn 

with measures that will satisfy Uashtngtjn. The p?“idenj oj tL 

powerful Keidanren business association recently Ejold 

accept US demands to help reduce the tradejmjjlance! ajgSjno 

juppol? jSe"??ertjjSe’'' Washington to 

support tne free trade system and reject protectionism Hie 

comments are the strongest public statements on trade frirfinn 

made by a Japanese business leader to date. ' lcJ^ 


Councif"OOjjj?edj;%jHj,™:"tOlde‘'’jsOj«"Ojn" Cooperation 

sowed - bioj^ OsOLO-soo-oOn-^ 


25X1 


25X1 


25X1 


25X1 


25X1 


25X1 


2 

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2009/11/30 : CIA-RDP85T01058R000100850001-2 






Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2009/1 1/30 : CIA-RDP85T01058R000100850001-2 


X t. II I 1. u 


PREVIEW; 16-31 JANUARY 

Paoua'^nHn?^® ^ Australia. New Zealand. 

Papua Guinia. and Fiji on 20 January. Reporters speculate that 

Japan s cooperation with the Pacific Basin nations will continue 
to be an important agenda item for Nakasone. although some 

suspect his Pacific Basin project will not live up to 

media consider the Prime Minister's 
stop in Canberra primarily an attempt to pacify the Australians 
thP complained for years about the trade imbalance between’ 

tS thrilnitpr-tJ/^^^ Japan's attaching too mu ch importance 

to the United . tates when making trade concessions. 


1 f diplomatic schedule during the first part of 

domestic politics when the 102nd 

regular Diet spsion reconvenes--the date is tentatively set for 
January. The opening ceremonies, featuring speeches by the 

or^^JF? followed by introduction 

of the JFY 1985 budget. The opposition parties are likely to 
focusonsuch controversial topics as defense spending, the 
annuity bills held over from December, and political ethics--with 
Nakasone ally former Prime Minister Tanaka as a target ' 
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Distribution: Japan Highlights, 1-13 January 1985. 


Original 
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